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Exercise

The Football Jersey Number
Joe Smith signed with the Washington Redskins NFL team before the start of the season.  He had worn jersey No. 26 all through high school, college, and the pros.  But Mike Jones held that number with the Redskins.
When Joe arrived, he met with Mike, and asked him to give up the number.  After protracted negotiations, Mike agreed.  They drew up a one-paragraph handwritten deal, both signed it, and they even had the Redskins equipment manager counter-sign it as witness.  The deal made reference to “the sale of the jersey number.” It said that Joe would pay $40,000 to Mike: $20,000 immediately, $10,000 by week 8 of the season, and $10,000 by Christmas Day, and Joe could wear the number.

Joe made the first payment right away.  But the Redskins unexpectedly cut Mike right before the season started, and the number was then unassigned.  Feeling that the deal was now void, Joe refused to make the second two payments.  Mike then sued him in state court for breach of contract.

Was there a contract?  Is it enforceable?

